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ADVERTISING � MAIN ROADS WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.52 am]: My grievance is directed to the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Transport. The Western Australian tourism industry is suffering badly from the effects of the current 
economic downturn, and deserves the support of local people, who I believe should be encouraged to holiday 
within the state rather than interstate and overseas. I commend the Minister for Tourism for responding earlier 
this year to industry calls for assistance by initiating a government advertising campaign to promote the many 
wonderful Western Australian tourism destinations. I am sure some of them are in your electorate, Mr Speaker. 
On 20 February 2009 the minister launched the Holiday at Home campaign. In launching the campaign the 
minister said that research showed that an overwhelming 99 per cent of Western Australians believe that a local 
holiday is a great way to support the economy. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Hear, hear! Come to Mandurah! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: This campaign will help keep tourism dollars in our state. The member for Mandurah 
interjected, and what a wonderful place Mandurah is; we all love going there. 

People might wonder why I am not directing this grievance to the Minister for Tourism. I believe we can add to 
our commitment to promote the state�s tourism industries by allowing the strategic placement of roadside 
advertising along our main roads. Therein lies the problem because, while I believe that this will bring local 
tourism to the attention of vast numbers of Western Australians driving down our freeways and main roads, I 
understand that Main Roads Western Australia has historically opposed major advertising signs along roads 
under its control, apparently because of perceived safety concerns. Main Roads obviously believes that people 
driving down freeways and main roads, or any roads for that matter, should not be distracted. I am not sure that 
that is the case. It seems to me that this argument is negated by experience at Perth Airport, where we see a 
considerable amount of roadside advertising along the access road from Great Eastern Highway to the airport, 
and I am not aware of any major crashes or serious problems on that road. Indeed, I have a view that appropriate 
signage along freeways and other major highways may in fact keep drivers alert by preventing boredom, which 
seems to me to be one of the causes of fatalities and major accidents on our roads. Inattention is one of the most 
serious problems for people driving over long distances. 

By refusing to allow this form of advertising, the state is forgoing not only a legitimate source of ongoing 
revenue but also an opportunity to support the Minister for Tourism in her bid to get more people holidaying in 
Western Australia. I suggest that the Liberal-National government move quickly to call for expressions of 
interest from the advertising sign industry for the rights to sites along our main roads where it can construct 
billboards to be used initially for tourism advertising only. The companies would have to pay the cost of erecting 
those billboards, and details such as the size of the billboards and whether they can be lit at night could be 
worked through with the Department for Planning and Infrastructure. The government could say to the sign 
industry companies that for the first 12 months they will be required to use those signs only for tourism. For the 
first 12 months the tourism industry would benefit from the construction of these signs, and the sign companies 
would not have to pay any lease or rental for as long as those billboards were used to advertise tourism during 
that 12-month period. After that period the signs could be used for other purposes. At least we would get the 12 
months of advertising. The Western Australian Tourism Commission and the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure could even come together in an arrangement whereby, as part of the ongoing deal, the sign 
industry companies would commit to using those signs for a certain period of each year for the advertising of 
Western Australian tourism destinations. 

There is a great opportunity here. A mutually acceptable arrangement could be reached by all parties�the sign 
industry companies, the Western Australian Tourism Commission and Main Roads. Roadside advertising along 
our main roads is totally justified and should be introduced without delay as a means of assisting the promotion 
of the Western Australian tourism industry. This is something we should look at. I do not believe that such signs 
would be a total distraction for drivers. Having signs on the side of the road would make people a bit more 
attentive, so that they are not just driving along and drifting away and not concentrating on what is happening 
around them. I believe Main Roads has control of all roadside signage, but I ask the parliamentary secretary to 
inform me about that. I would like to know about Main Roads� policy on road signage, especially on freeways 
and highways, and whether the parliamentary secretary could give me any idea whether it is possible that Main 
Roads and the Western Australian Tourism Commission could come together to assist a very important industry 
for Western Australia. The Western Australian tourism industry generates 80 000 jobs and injects $7 billion into 
the Western Australian economy, of which more than$2 billion is spent in the regions.  
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MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands � Parliamentary Secretary) [9.59 am]: I thank the member for South 
Perth for thinking outside the box and raising this very good grievance. I also thank the member for giving me a 
little notice of the grievance last night so that I could discuss the matter with the minister, who has provided me 
with some notes. I also have some personal knowledge of this area, having worked at Main Roads Western 
Australia. I preface the comments that the minister has provided me with on the member�s grievance with some 
history from when I first joined Main Roads in 1977. I was working in Bunbury and the Bunbury division was in 
the process of removing all advertising signs along the main road between Perth and Busselton. The signs were 
being removed because of, it was claimed, the distraction they caused to motorists. Main Roads perceived that 
motorists were not seeing the main directional and speed signs that are very important for road safety. It will be 
of interest to members that the then member for Vasse, Barry Blaikie, got quite upset that the signs in Busselton 
were being removed. As members will know, there are a lot of tourist destinations in Busselton. Barry Blaikie 
managed to stall the removal of roadside signage in the Busselton region for many years, but I understand that 
eventually they were all removed. Main Roads introduced a special policy that allowed certain signs for tourist 
facilities to be put along main roads, and members can see that today Main Roads caters for specific signage for 
tourist facilities. 

The minister has asked me to pass on some comments to the member. As the member knows, the government is 
very aware of the importance of tourism to Western Australia and of the state�s unique attractions. We are very 
keen to support that industry of course. In particular, the government is aware of the importance of tourism to the 
country. As the member pointed out, quite rightly, the economic benefits of the tourism industry to Western 
Australia are phenomenal, and at the moment the industry is facing a bit of a downturn. We should certainly 
consider anything we can to help the tourism industry. As everyone knows, the people who travel to tourist 
destinations in Western Australia travel mostly by road along our primary road network. As the member will be 
aware, the government is very committed to road safety and has recently announced the state�s new road safety 
strategy, Towards Zero. A major cornerstone of the new road safety strategy is safe roads and roadsides. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Is it funded? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The government is committed to improving roads in the state and, through Main Roads, 
will spend more than $1 billion this financial year. As the member for South Perth is aware, Main Roads is the 
government agency responsible for 17 500 kilometres of state roads, but local government is responsible for 
approximately 125 000 kilometres of local roads. The member is quite right: the Main Roads Act gives Main 
Roads the power to control all signs along roads and, indeed, signs facing roads in Western Australia. Most of 
the powers to control local roads are delegated to local authorities. 

Main Roads takes its road safety responsibilities very seriously, and has previously expressed its concern about 
the possible distraction that roadside advertising could cause drivers, as I have mentioned. Although the 
government is very supportive of the benefits of tourism to country Western Australia, it is also very aware that 
more than half the road deaths this year have occurred on roads in country Western Australia. 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Yes; I will get to that. I think there is a good outcome for the member for South Perth. 
However, I want to make these comments on behalf of the minister. 

Therefore, any initiative along the lines of that raised by the member for South Perth would have to be 
implemented so that road safety aspects are not compromised for Main Roads. The minister has advised me that, 
having said that, she acknowledges that the member�s proposal to assist Tourism Western Australia has merit. 
Therefore, the minister has requested that Main Roads contact Tourism WA to explore the member�s proposal 
and report back to the minister in due course. 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The grievance that was just debated was raised by the member for South Perth and he 
grieved to the member for Nedlands, as the parliamentary secretary responsible for this issue. Ordinarily, I 
understand that members can grieve to a parliamentary secretary when the relevant minister is in the upper 
house. However, in this case the relevant minister is a minister of this house. I have never seen this happen 
before. As I understood it, the grievance related to tourism. 

Dr E. Constable: No; it was about road signage. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The basis of the argument was tourism, so I understood that it was a tourism-related 
grievance. I seek your guidance, Mr Deputy Speaker, on whether that is the normal process for grievances. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The manager of opposition business has it completely wrong. This grievance was about 
road signage, and the response given by the member for Nedlands, as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Transport, was basically about roads. It is quite legitimate for that to be the case. If the member raising the 
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grievance wants to stray into other areas, such as how road signage affects tourism, that is the prerogative of the 
member. I do not think the member for Rockingham has raised a point of order. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think we should debate the issue. I hope that answers the member for 
Rockingham�s question. I do not think it is a point of order, but we note the member�s comments. Can we move 
on? 
 


